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PREFACE TO THIS EDITION, 


Tue text of the present translation of Vattel has been care. 
fully compared with that of the original work, in the first 
edition which appeared, (Londres, 1758, 2 vol. in quarto,) pub- 
lished at Neuchatel; in that of Amsterdam, (Vun Harrevelt, 
1775, 2 vol. in quarto,) the best known till recently; and in 
that of M. de Hoffmans, (Paris, 1839, 2 vol. in octavo,) the 
last and best edition. Great care has been taken also in re- 
gard to the British decisions cited by the English editor. It 
was discovered, that many inaccuracies existed in the citations, 
particularly in the names of the cases cited, which have been 
corrected by references to the original reports of the decisions; 
and wherever it appeared that the notes of the English editor 
required additions to render the doctrine advanced in them 
clearer, or more intelligible, such additions have been made; 
care having been taken to distinguish the matter added by 
enclosing it in brackets. The editor regrets very much that 
the size of the volume—which would have been too much in- 
creased by such an extension—did not permit him to annex 
to it the “ Bibliographie choisie et systématique du Droit de la 
Nature et des Gens, et du Droit Public,” of Af. de Hof'nans, 
which is an excellent guide in the choice of Works upon a 
subject much less attended to than is demanded by its ire 
portance. 





Philadelphia, Sept, 29, 1852. 
ii 


ADVERTISEMENT 
10 THE EDITION OF A.D. 1797. 


IN undertaking this new edition of Monsieur De Vattel’s trea 
tise, it was not my intention to give what might strictly be 
called a new translation. To add the author's valuable notes 
from the posthumous edition, printed at Neufchatel in 1773,— 
to correct some errors I had observed in the former version,— 
‘and occasionally to amend the language where doubtful or 
obscure,—were the utmost limits of my original plan. As I 
proceeded, however, my alterations became more numerous; 
but whether they will be acknowledged as amendments, it 
must rest with the reader to determine. Even if this decision 
should be more favourable than I have any reason to expect, I 
lay no claim to praise for my humble efforts, but shall esteem 
myself very fortunate if I escape the severity of censure for 
presenting the work to the public in a state still so far short 
of perfection, Conscious of its defects, I declare, with great 
sincerity,— 
+ Vealam pro “ends poto,—lendatus abunde, 
Nom fastiditus ai tibi, lector, ero. 
THE EDITOR. 
London, Mag 1, 1707. 
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OF THE SEA. 


‘This is all we have to say in this first book. A more mi- 
nate detail of the duties and rights of a nation, considered it 
herself, would lead us too far. Such detail must, as we bav 
already observed, be songht for in particular treatises on the 
public and political law. We are very far from flattering 
ourselves that we have omitted no important article ; thii 
in eight ketch of an immense picture: but, an intelligent 
reader will without difficalty supply all our omissions by mak- 
ing » proper application of the general principles: we have 

the utmost care solidly to establish those principles, 
and to develop them with precision and perspicuity. 
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656 INDEX. 
WAR (continued). WAR (continued), 
‘sipulation of penalty again infractor| of conventions relating to ransom, 411 
of, 407. 420. Su Ransom. 
time of the trace, ib. ‘WAYS, 43. Se Postio Wars. 


pere of acting, 07, 40, 
bow construed in the absence of wach 


specification, 408. 
+ general fées of truce, ib, 
‘what, or not allowed during continu 
tance of i 
rules respecting, 400. Se Tavon. 
of. oma, 413, 
‘by whom to be concluded, 418, 418, 
clauses thereof, 418. 
necessity for their observance, 414, 
made to the by in| 
dvdaale an binding, 416, 971, 
instances 416. 


duty of sovereign to veo them fulfilled, 
a 

as to contracts in favour of alien eme 
amies, 414, note. ni 

as 10 promises of ransom, 414. 
Rassow. 
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WHALE FISHERY. - 

customary law reepecting, Ixiv. note. 
WILLS, 

raldity of ho decided, 167. 

how construed in England, 167, note. 

prison of war may take, 399 
WORSHIP. Be Rauoron. 

what, 46, 

38 either public or private, 61. 

ofthe establishment of, 66, 69, 60, 

bow destroyed, 61. 

of atiendance at public worship, ib 

bow far enjoined by religion, sb. 
WRECKS, 

ofthe right thereto, 190, and note 

in what cases allowed, th 

aly bere owner cannot be Gm 

to whom they belong, ib. 
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